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Satire’s my weapun; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all [ meet : 

F only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargees, sharpers, and directors. —Porr. 
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NEW PLETCHER’S AND NEW OLIVER’S AT WORK!— 
TEST OF VIOLENT PRETENDERS. 


¢¢ True fortitude is secu in great exploits, 
That justice warrants, and that reasoy guides!” 

We are most imperiously called upon to warn the. 
reformers, that the infernal minions of the system are 
again at work endeavouring to glut themselves with . 
blood, and to fatten on the murdered careases of their 
unsuspecting victims. The hellish system which has 
degraded Ireland so low, as to prostrate her servile mil- 
lions before the feet that trample on them, has taken 
deep root. This accursed poison-weed of the Pitt and 
Castlereagh system, is not to be destroyed by the acci- 
dental discovery of one of its villainous agents. Castles 
was succeeded by Oliver, and Oliver by a host, of which 
Fletcher, alias Franklin, seems to have been the Com- 
mander in Ordinary ; and, in every district, we have no 
doubt these wretches have contrived to establish some 
agency, either by playing upon the fears of the timid, or 
stimulating the zeal of the enthusiastic. We are deci- 
dediy of opinion that mere’ agents have yet been de~ | 
tected ; and that the principals,—the secret moyers.and-: 
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organizers of these wretches one yet undiscovered, 
though they may be guessed % :t might have heen 
imagined, from the repeated detection of the fabricators 
of furious handbills, in the agents of the system, that this 
stratagem had become too common to impose upon any 
one ; but as it still may deceive the credulous, and mis- 
lead the imprudent, we cannot suffer any accident of this 
nature to pass, without calling,—in the sirongest, in the 
most earnest manner, the attention of the reformers, in 
order that these infernal designs may be biasted in the 
bud. 

We have received from Manchester thescopy of a 
handbill, which has been handed about there with much 
affectation of secrecy, but which cannot be set down to 
the account of any but a knave, or a fool of the first 
magnitude ; and as we cannot see much folly about the 
matter, we must consider it the production of some 
wretch, who is anxious that the boldest may speak out, 
and be betrayed to an tqgnominious and a useless 
death. In this precious —— an APPEAL TO 
ARMs is recommended, by same anonymous scribbler, 
who with his protection in his pocket, his bill of indem- 
nity for what ithe law calls treason in his possession, 
would laugh at the dupes who should be entrapped by 
his decoy, as they passed onwards to the scaffold! These 
handbills are ast up with much art. They generally 
mix the most laudable opinions with the most dangerous 
recommendations. They gild the poison that lurks 
under their affected regard for liberty, by an apparently 
honest detestation of “oppression :—and as they come 
from the closet of our enemies, they may probably not 
be far wide of the mark in the character which they give 
of the evils of which they affect to complain. But they 
are devils, quoting scripture for their purpose. They are 
tempting fiends, whe would seduce to error, that they 
may betray to punisiment. They are demons who bait 
for men, with the most alluring: objects, that they may 
see them handed over to the executioner. We do not 
hesitate to avow our conviction that the handbill in ques- 
tion came out of the same cabinet which produced the 
forgeries of which tiie villain Mletcher was the utterer :-— 
fur we neyer supposed he was the author of the placard, 
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be lent himself to publish for the most diabolical of pur- 
poses. Jleis at large. The commiitee of which he was 
the agent is probably yet sctténg. This eflort proves 
that the system is not vet abolished, which was intended 
to lead you into a resistances which may be fatal to your- 
selves! The nets are yet spread abroad. The pit-falls 
are dug; and the toils cet for your feet ;—but you wil 
not be simp!e enough to waik in, and put yourselves.into 
the snares Which wit upom tne adoption of the advice 
which is given by these wrelcaes. 

The first question to be asked is, where are these bold 
recommenders of arms to olhers? NWhere are these 
Acroes, Who thus hide themselves, aud sound the trum- 
vet to the charge? Why do not they come forward ? 
Why do not they act as they would teach cthers to act ? 
Why are they secreted ia /oles and corners? Where 
are they to be feund? Where is their courage?’ Where 
is their resolution? Where is their ability? Such im- 
petuous patriots as they represent Uiemseives to be, one 
might expect to find already in the ficld. A coward, a 
pale, mean-spirited, shrinking, heartless coward, might 
write these addresses ty others? Who shall assure us 
these are not such eowards? Cinidren, women, and 
dotards can all use big words? They are neither evi- 
dence of talent, nor courage, nor honcsty! The advice 
of a political prompter depends entirely upon the cHa- 
RACTER of the person advising. What aay come from 
an enemy, ought never fo be listened to; and ail anony- 
mous recommenders of viodéence MUST be enemies to the 
cause of Reform, or the progress of liberty. Whenever 
we hear daggers talked of, we iook round to see whe- 
ther some ideot is not near!—and if we see no fool, we 
are certain we are in knavish company. All these bra- 
vadoes have been weak or wicked. We could name 
one, who from a lion who was used to roar so that it 
would have done the heart of Hectur good to hear him, 
has dropped into the softest notes of the nightingale. 
ife had daggers and swords dropping from his pen, as 
if it was an endless magazine of such weapons, though 
his fingers would have tremated in every joint, if either 
had been placed in his hands:—and now, having deserted 
the front ranks, in which he outdid Stentor in noise, he 
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is pot even to be found in the field of battle. He was 
young, and perhaps only foolish; bat praeticed knaves 
saw the advantage to be made of such deceptions. 
Men who feel deeply the evils under which they labour, 
listen eagerly 9 auy proposed means of redress:—and 
resigning their nrudence to the government of their pas- 
sions, they have become easily entrapped by those who 
pretend to commupicate their distresses. 

~ The bill in question, opens wita the invecation of 
‘“¢ Britons, by whatever loeal names distinguished, be 
“ free.’ "Fhen comes a motto:-— 


“ Nature ne’er meant to form a slave ! 
" Her birthnght's liberty.” 


This is the direction. and the reason; both of which 
are good enough! but then follow the means, and we 
shall presently sce what they are. It continues thus— 
“ vise in the majesty of your strength, and inflict merited 
“ destruction, and a more than holy vengeance on your 
“ oppressors.” These words alone are sufficient to shew 
that the writer is SoT a friend to Reform! What Re- 
former talks of destruction? Who among us wishes for 
“ holy vengeance!” We ask the restoration of our own 
rights, and not the destruction of the rights, far less of 
the persons of others! We do nol denounce as meritins 
destruction {iese Wid oppose us, or those who withhold 
(rom us our birtieright iberties. There is no such thing 
as * holy vengeance,’ save the vengeance of that God, 
who has declared that attribute peculiarly bis own! 
“¢ Vengeance is mine, suiith the Lord?” No Reformer 
has ever wished to usurp the boits of the Eternal. We 
demand sustice! net vengeance! ‘We require that the 
vilended laws shail sit in judgment on those who have 
been guilly of owr wrongs, and of cur bleod! Never 
has the cry of vengeance been raised by the Reformers, 
in their severest trials. Had vengeance been their ob- 
ject, it was in their hands, when the sabre was drawn 
avainst them at Peterloo! The exertion of a few mo- 
ments had laid their infuria'ed assailants breathless at 
their feet. ‘The houses, families, properties, of the promp- 
ters of their assailants were all within their power. A 
few hours might have given all to the devouring fire. 
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Yet they relied upon the law, which had been outraged, 
to avenge itself. They relied upon the nation, whose 
majesty and sovereign power were insulted in their per- 
sons, fur that redress which as citizens of a free state they 
hada right to demand. And, although those laws have 
been unable to vindicate their authority—although that 
redress has been denied—although those who were in- 
jured have been condemned to further unmerited suffer- 
ing—and the blood ofthe innocent has been poured forth 
hitherto, with impunity :—they still appeal to the law, 
and to the nation, for a consideration of all these wrongs, 
with confidence that inquiry aust at last be awarded, 
and that punishment will yet reach the guilty. Vengeance 
is not now their watchword—for it is the cry of despazr 
—and their reason will not suffer them to despair of the 
final triumph of right and reason, and freedom, and 
happiness. 

The Reformers are aware that the resources of their 
oppressors are derived from their labours; but they are 
not desirous of adding their hicod to secure the perma- 
nence of the labours of their children. To secure, or 
recover, our liberties, we may be ready to encounter the 
terrors of death; but we are not mad cnough to throw 
ourselves under the the knife of a masked executioner, 
and that executioger perhaps the bosom friend of this 
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kind adviser. The elder Brutus waited many years, in | 


feigned madness, to secure a fit occasiun for the display 
of his devotion to his country’s cause:—and the Reform- 
ers of Britain will imitate his caution, and his prudence, 
while they participate in his hopes, and emulate his 
patriotism. The author of this deceptive handbill con- 
tinues thus,—“‘ J say, these your oppressors must yield, 
‘“* must hide their heads at the sigA¢t of an injured and 
‘long oppressed people, rising to obtain their natural, 
“and inalienable rights.” Every body else would say 
this is a falsehood:—but the writer, safe in his own 
obscurity, talks about yielding and fighting, and hiding, 
with wonderful facility. The wHoLr bopy of the people, 
by a spontaneous determination not to support the Sys- 
tem, méght produce this effect ; but it is evident, though . 
the Reformers are a great and increasing majority of the 
nation, that therc is still an immense number who are se 
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deeply interested in the coutinuance of abuses, as to be 
prepared to defend therm to the last possible moment, 
These ties of interest are now giving way— the emolu- 
ments are beginning to be precarious—the ‘ crib” is 
bevimning to be emptied. Rents are doubtful to the 
landlords—the taxes are collected with difficulty, and 
are reduced in amount. ‘The interest of the debt cannot 
long be paid—and other causes are operating to looser | 
the cement which has hitherto bound our opponents in 
acommon league against our rights and interests. It 
cannot be denied that a great proportion of the people 
are disposed lo waif, and watch the progress of events. 
Ever since the fatal and bloody Sixteenth of August, 
ISi9, the boroughmongers Lave been reluctantly fight- 
ing the battles of Reform, Uvery step they have taken 
has accclerated and foriilied our cause. The prosecu-~ 
tion of her kk 


u 


A 
E 
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ie lamented Majesty has advanced it half a 
; er conduct produced an eilect in our favour 
beyond all caleuiation. It encouraged the timid, and 
decided the doubtful; and more than all, it called up the 
enthusiastic /eeéings of those in cur fayour, who seldom 
van be compelled to éhiwk. But by the measures this 
meendiary recommends, all these advantages would he 
destroyed, “Pie minious of power want rzodence on the 


part of the Reformers, that their owmdeeds of horror 


eentury, i 


is 
' 


may be ohiterated, or cast into the shade. Twice has 
the blood ef the sesple crimsoned the swords of their 
Vveois. 1} 


agscats, Wilneul retaliation, and bitherto with impunity : 


eat . - 
rert ; © 
RE : ‘ 


ulaf no feoed retribution bas followed their frenzied 
appeals to force, a@ great moral retribution has been pro- 
ads ac Le 


ice public now see ho are the violent—rho 
», ait appreve of, bloodshed—irfio are bent 


Upon destyuction aud: civil war !—7rho despise the laws 
Who tyampt: on public liberlies—erho are the real 
eromoes of ici teilow-creatures, To attempt to imi- 


fate their conduct, while # could oniy be followed by the 


} 


: 3 
destraci rUies who should make the trial, would 
deprive ihe retormers of that high moral ground. they 
UV bab gad Ree. pd dgignten from. their ranks, ; 
tt who rest rily ject couriaced that in reform 
Mone can be found that sealety and refuge. for which they 
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that our petitions Aave been discarded ; and that they 
will be disregarded, by those to whom they are imme- 
diately addressed, as long as they can be neglected with 
safety. But if they produce no effect on those parties, 
they produce a prodigious effect upon the mass of the 
community. Their want of effect with the boroughmon- 
gers and their agents, the very contumely with which 
they are treated, has a most tremendous effect upun the 
populace—an effect, which though silently operating 
will produce otier effects of the most astonishing nature. 
Look abroad into the world; and remember that. thirty 
years ago, no reformer dare breathe his opinions at Man- 
chester, without the danger of being accused of treason, 
and the certainty of being maltreated by the populace. 
Remember the Church and King mobs, which ‘had nearly 
reduced Birmingham to ashes; call to mind the otil- 
rages at Nottingham upon all who were suspected of 
favouring freedom, even in France:—look at the 
CHANGE, and then let the reformers ask themselves, if 
there be any reason to despair of the progress of the pub- 
Jic mind, though intellect may remain stationary with 
the higher orders, and the boroughmongers: may be 
blinded to the frail tenure on which their authorily is 
held. Yet we must not be blind to the truth, that the 
power yet remains in their hands;-and that to tempt 
them to exercise it, by any imprudent violence, would 
only enable them to get rid of their opponents without 
any degree of difficulty on their parts. There are men 
amongst them who want an APPEAL To ARMs, as this in- 
cendiary recommends, because they feel they can con- 
quer in sucli a game.. The arms are at their disposal. 
They have used them already without reason, or justifi- 
cation in the fury of their anger; and they employ these 
wretches to furnish them with a plausible pretence for 
future outrave, and an excuse for the past. “* Fear not 

‘ the result!” says this brave fellow! Oh! no! certainly 
not. Go to the scaffold, by alf means! Ge®yourselves 
manacied, and fettered, and tried, and executed, or be 
shot, or sabred, without triat—and thus, as he says— 
convince the world you “ will obtain, #f not liberty; at 
“least a glorious death!’ But will not this fellow come 
and partake of this glorious death! Is he kend enough to 
leave all the glory for you, while he pockets the reward to 
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enjoy the s/avery which your glorious deaths would con- 
soLIDATE! [tis a finescheme,truly. Ifthe most forward, 
daring, and energetic, among the ranks of the reformers 
were removed, by any seductive artifice, these wretches 
would think their favourite system secure for ages yet to 
come. “ Death” is all he ventures to promise: and 
when the reformers have made up their minds to die, 
they will know how to choose the method, without the 
advice of an anonymous scribbler of furious placards. 
This writer has no possible excuse. Were be a real 
conspirator—were he disposed to throw his life upon the 
hazard of any dangerous speculation he would have been 
silent—he would have matured his plans in secret— 
he would not have trumpeted for his purposes, till 
they had been effected or promulgated by their 
failure. He would not have talked about “ argu- 
“ments of steel,” because he would have known 
that it was the best mode of rendering them inapplica~ . 
ble. The fatal experiment tried in Scotland, might 
satisfy even the most credulous of the truth of these re- 
marks. Would any rea/ conspirator have publicly 
named the day and hour, of an attempt to overturn an 
existing government, with such forces at its command as 
ours? Is it possible that any but a knave could have 
engendered such a scheme? It may be said that if 
honest men could be deceived by it, the author might de- 
eeive himself; but this is not possible, without suppos- 
ing a degree of stupidity on the part of the proposer, 
which would render the culpability of daring to talk upon 
such subjects still more extreme and preposterous. We 
have been the more earnest in our cautions on this sub- 
ject, not that this placard might have been worthy of 
them ; but because the system of employing spies is not 
abandoned—and has not yet been probed to the bottom. 
The circumstance of the defeat of the Life Guards, or 
rather of the ministry, by the populace of London, 
makes it a-‘matter of expedience in a certain quarter, to 
find reasons for more arbitrary laws. It is wanted to 
be insinuated, that the opposition to the removal of the 
Queen’s remains, originated in a conspiracy; and was 
not the result ofa spontancous feeling, which could not 
be controlled by an armed force. Besides plots area 
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part of the system, and the reformers should always be 
prepared against them. There is one safe method—not 
to pay any attention whatever to anonymous placards— 
to eye their distributors with the greatest caution —and 
to TEST every man by requesting him to DO himself 
that which he RECOMMENDS to others as proper to 
be done! Manchester is necessarily the head-quarters 
of these incendiaries. The character of the Manchester 
Magistrates, and the immense population of the district, 
which may be also considered as the centre of- radical re- 
form, easily account for this—but the tree has man 
stioots—-in the east, in the west, in the north, and the 
south. With the ¢est, however, that we have given, no 
mischievous consequences can be apprehended. Let the 
reformers ouly make their advisers do what they say— 
and deem every thing suspicious that comes from an 
unknowon source. 





— 


ODDITIES. 


Dianity.—On the entry of his Majesty into Dublin, 
as svon as iis couchman had driven the King into the 
castle-yard, the coachman got down from the King’s 
coachbox, and throwing himself into a coach, called lus- 
tily for Ais coachman to drive him home. Thus we find 
the coachman to the King, is a king to a coachman of 
his own; but as he must drive the state-coach for hire, 
it is a pity he is not driven himself into a little economy, 

Mort Dicniry.—On the entrance of the hearse with 


the remains of her late Majesty, into Brunswick, a group 
of Brunswickers requested to be permitted to take off the 


horses, and draw the hearse to the sepulchre. The dig- — 


nifiel Sir G. Nayler, one of the harlequins of heraldry, 
expressed Ais disapprobation. Having obtained the con- 
sent of every body else, the Brunswickers placed them- 
selves in a proper position for performing their voluntary 
task, when the party-coloured hero of pedigrees, with an 
embarrassed look, threw his pie-bald and patched coat 


avide, for the purpose of expressing Ais pleasure more 


| 
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strongly, asserting that he would not wear it! as if any 
body cared whether he wore it, or not! Ina few mi- 
nutes he discovered that nobody did care, and with much 
dignified gravity he did—aye—what did he—why—he 
put itonagain! However he had his revenge ; for when 
all the procession but himself, left their carriages at the 
inner barrier, and proceeded on foot, he wrapt himself 
up in the great coat he said he would not wear, and kept 
his state in his coach, where he sat as dignified as a 
mouse ! 


Kincs.—lt is said that during one of the fits of insa- 
nity of the late monarch, he was once playing at draughts 
with an oflicer, who remarked he was about to make a 
king /—to which the monarch replied, ‘* you cannot 
“ make a more unhappy thing!’ There is much rea- 
son in this reply ; but is it not strange that men should 
be found, who would be so miserable as to wear such 
titles, for the benefit of thankless people! 


Prosperiry.—The Preston Chronicle of a week 
since contained advertisements of no less than one hun 
dred and liwenly-nine farms lo det, in the county of 
Lancaster. What does Lord Liverpool say to this? _ 

News.—Several journals inform the public, in a cour 
ple of very pithy lines that the poor’s rates have been 
decreasing lately. It is a circumstance so certain of 
occurrence in the Harvest season, that it would have been 
equal news to have told us it was cold in winter. 


GIVING AND TAKING.—Whait liberties the gentlemen 
of the bar will oiler, are known to most of our readers, 
aud they have furnished matters for innumerable jests ; 
but what they will ¢a4e has been unnoticed. The fol- 
lowing extract from the evidence on the inquest on the 
body of Honey will shew that even Mr. Adolphus has 
not sullicicnt impudence to bear him through the imper- 
tinent duties of his profession. 

Mr. Adolphus, 1 maintain that this gentleman’s evidence docs fully: 
prove the fact of Uie soldiers having receiyed the first provocation 
though you will, Lam inciined to think, deny ic by your verdict. 

Several of the Jurers cried, shame ! ‘ aa d 

Lhe Foreman, At is most scandalous, most infamous, in any man to pre- 
suine to anticipate our verdici. 

A Juror. (We believe Mr. Brown.) Mir. Adolphus, you ought to be 


ashamed of you self; you should recollect that vou have already beeu 
turped out of society for your il-codduct, 


3 











TH BLACK DWARF: 359 ~ 


A Juror.» He comes here fur hire; we do not. 

Mr. Blakie. 1 did hope my brother jurymen had seen enough, not to 
notice any thing which fell from Mr. Adolphus, I thought that we had 
all sufficiently seen the nature of the beast, not to notice what he says. 

Mr. Adolphus. ‘shall not answer such observations. These are gen- 
élemen of the Jury here—whkat they are elsewhere I shall not say. « 

The Foreman “Weare vot Jew gentlemen, at all events} ; 

A Juror. (Vo Mr. Adolphus.) Our pedigree is at least as gobd as 
yours, Sir! What do you mean by it? — ) 

The Foreman (raising his voice.) Mr. Coroner, we cannot allow our 
selves to be insulted by a brow-beating, bullyiug, Old Bailey Counsel! 

Now we think the man who will éake this, may’be 
allowed to give a little in return! And Mr. Adolphus, 
in taking it without reply, seems to argue that there is 
absolutely some modesty in his composition, though no 
indications of it have appeared before ! | 


Roya Accipent.—The Chester Chronicle has been 
told that a small fishing boat had been run down and. 
sunk by the royal yacht; and that Lord Sidmeuth had 
ordered a handsome sum of money for the crew, and 
that a new boat should be built for the one that was lost. 
It adds, ‘* this is a royadly noble trait of benevolence Y” 
Bless us! Is it indeed! we should have thought it an 
act of mere justice, if we had not been informed of its 
royally noble character. 


LEGISLATURE, AND ITS OMNIPOTENCE, 

If any one should ask, What is the civil liberty of a nation 
or community ? LT should lead him to auswer himself, by putting 
this other question in returi: What are the civil restraints ty 
Which a community can be bound? ff this community is the 
Whoie of an independent nation, the idea of civil liberty seems 
not at all apphicabie to il, because it can be under no civil 1e- 
Straints. Being independent, it must make its own laws to be 
governed by: but these laws cannot bind the whole as one 
body ; for this one body can certainly repeal the whole at plea- 
sure: and it Is an inconsistency to suy, that any person, indi- | 
vidual or collective, is bound by a law which he can at pleasure | 
repeal. Ido not say that a nation cannot,bind itself by a treaty 
ora promise made to a distinct nation: but this is not a civil 
lie; this te lias Hs strength from the laws of natuve, from 
that branch of them called the laws of nations. lf a part 
of an independent nation obtains the name of-a community, it - 
is evident that such community may be sibject to civil laws, 
tose nade by the legisiative power of the whole pation, where- 
ever Unit resides, “What the legislature is mot omnipotent, as 


JHDpose i + ae wi an wa > : ‘ 
Pposed tO tne whole peopic, is clear enough, for the whole 
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people must include the members of the legislature, and it would 
be absurd to say, that the voice of the leyislature alone 
should prevail over that, which is the voice of the legis- 
lature aud*the rest of the people taken together. But 
this voice of the whole people cannot be had ; it is as to 
practice an absolute chimera ; and when once it is allowed to 
dispense with the actual unanimous consent of all individuals, 
because we are under a hecessity of dispensing with it, we must 
go on where the vecessity of human affairs leads us, and that 
is, if I mistake not, to this point, that those te whom the or- 
dinary powers of legislation in any state are committed, must 
be considered as unconfined in the power of making laws.— 
What! Were the British parliament to enact a law, that no one 
on pain of deati, should taste food fora month? Would every 
Englishman be bound to submit to sucha law? Extreme cases 
like this always bring with them all the remedy they are capa- 
ble of. It is to no purpose to lay down rules about them 
beforehand: for when they happen, ali rules and laws cease : 
violence alone has place. In vain would a mav, in any parti- 
cular circumstances, say al the time, This isan extreme case ; 
and attempt to justify himself by arguwents, in acting as if it 
really was so. It is trifling to argue about such cases; not 
merely because those who are involved in them wiil always act 
from feelings which preclude the effect of arguments, but be- 
cause the cases caunot be reduced to any distinct general ideas, 
s0 as to become a proper subject for argumentation. There- 


fore, im all speculations, we may still consider the legislature as 
unbounded in its powets.— Hey. 
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REIGNING. 

‘* A fool kept by one of the ancient kings, was one day found seated in 
‘© 4 high chair, with a bali in one hand, and a stick in the other. Being 
“asked what he was about, he answered—* J am Retonine!’ ”~Bir- 
“mingham Jfereury. 

‘ 


— 


And so he was—reiguing in as much reality, as many a sceplered 
monarch, with a mimic glebe in his hand. Itis hardly possible to 
conceive a thing of vess immediate power than a monarch. Sume 
writers have called kings, children in leading-strings; but the idea 
hardly goes far enough ; for they never can get out of their tram- 
mels. They may change their ministers, it is true, sometimes s 
though even this is not always in their power. And when it is, it is 
but a very sorry advantage. What would it benefita child, to 
be able to change its nurse? How could it distinguish between 
good and had? Nay, would it not be almost naturally compelled 
tu judge wrong ? Would it not be likely to dismiss the really 
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affectionate care, which was obliged to mix up firmness with kind- 
ness, for that pernicious complaisance, which would flatter every 
whim, and humour every caprice, in order to entice a confidence 
which it was predetermived to betray? Kings are always ip the 
condition of children. They can hear but seldom with their own 
ears. They can but rarely pronounce upon any occurrence with 
their own judgments. Like short-sighted persons, they use the 
spectacled orbs of their ministers, and favourites. They supply the 
deficiency of hearing, by burrowing the ear-trumpets of their 
flatterers, which is sure to be out of the way, when any thing dis. 
agreeable is to be heard. If then the philosopher, with ‘all ap. 
onesies and means to boot,” and with neither interest to err, nor 
bias to go wrong, isso often the dupe of appearances, what must 
be the lot of one who is morally deaf, and blind, to most that 
passes around him? Jt is @ gross fallacy, that the weight of a 
nation ean. ever repose on the shoulders of one man. And it 
isa known fact, that the more despotic the monarch, the inore 
luxurious, the more indolent, the more incompetent is he gene- 
rally fourid. The tyrant of his people is himself the slave of his 
harlots, and the dupe of his opinions, While he exacts adoration 
from the crowd, he is the prey, and the laughing-stock of the 
harpies around him. What is he more than the fool in the great 
chair, with his ball aod his stick, playing the game of reigning ? 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We forgot in our last to notice the second letter of R.S. We 
deem the subject, as it refers to the individual, and relates to us, 
at present, tu be too unimportant fer further observation. Our 
epinion of the necessity of future allusion tothe subject will be 
guided by events. We have doubted; and shall be careful in our 
observation; but we will not injure any man by expressing mere 
suspicions. In this case, our doubts have not amounted to sus- 
picion. 

Various communications are reserved for convenient insertion. 


The lamentation of Paddy ; and the verification of a certain if. 
lustrions personage’s speech, are more witty than safe. There is a 
law against bringing rorty into contemet, which oaly foliy is per- 
wilted to offend with impunity. 


We are desired to state that Mr. W, G. Lewis, is about to present 
to the Reformers, an edition of the Poriticar Works of Mitton, 
divested of their merely temporal verbosity, and adapted for general 
perusal. We are glad of this: for this mighty Champion of Po- 
pular Rights, who discomfited the vena] Salmasius, and vindi- 
cated the execution of a tyrant lo the world, is deserving of eternal 
gratitude. The Reformers will be pleased to find one of the 
greatest poets of their country wasa devoted champion of free- 
dom, and a brilliant advocate of the sovereignty of the people. 

The third letter of Major Cartwright to Mr. Hume, neat week 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF 


ry 


From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 


teliow Bonze at Japan. 


THE GREAT CAPTAIN FRIGHTENED BY A Boy ! 


My Respected Friend, 
Listen with both thy ears, while I inform thee 


of a most astonishing event. The great captain is 
Srightened at last—absolutely frightened : > and what is 
more inconceivable, by a boy! Yes, my friend, even by 
a boy. The pretended conqueror of Buonaparte, i in which 
achievement he had probably a hundred thousandth por- 
tion of the honor of the human means, exclusive of the 
interference of the God of Battles, has been bearded by 
a youth, I believe yet in his nonage. But the boy bears 
a charmed name! This youth is the son of the brave 
Marshal Ney, the first of gallant soldiers, and one of the 
few amongst even soldiers, who held himself always in 
readiness for a personal interview with Death, whether 
the spot appointed, were in the tent, or on the field of 
battle; on the couch of sickness, or at the place of public 
execution! He was indeed a soldier !—one whose bra- 
very Was not put on with his accoutrements, or worn for 
fashion. And this man, after serving his country for 
years of a most active life—who had been the nucleus of 
her glory in so many fields of renown—who had been 
always ‘the first in battle, and the last in retreat”— 
perished by the hands of his feliow-soldiers, as a traitor 
te a race known to him only, as the extinguishers of the 
glories his sword had so frequently contributed to eain ! 
He capitulated to this great captain in the wreck of the 
fortunes of Napoleon :—and relying ou the protection of 
this capitulation, he laid down the arms which could not 
have been wrested from his hands, without the destrue- 
tion of the capital of his country. Canst thou believe 
the bloody issue? The very man, who owes his capital, 
and his throne, to this capitulation—ordered the gallant 
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Ney to be tried as a traitor, in despite of the pledged 
security. The greut cupiain was appealed to; and he 
greatly evaded the guesiion, explained away the treaty 
of which he was the guarantee ; aud left the hero, whom 
Europe proclaims he could not have conquered, but by 
capitulation, to perish as a érazior! The son of Marshal 
Ney is living—he is now approaching manhood—and he 
calls the sacrifice of his father amurder! The Court of 
[’rance seems also inclined to this opinion now; for it 
has recalled, and reinstated in his rights a8 a citizen, 
another individual (Lavalette) who was fortunate enough 
to escape from the destruction to which he was then 
doomed! Filial affection, however, has little to do with 
the opinions of a court. The Duke of Wellington has 
been to Paris. There he has acquired a character of 
which. I should hardly venture to give thee the epithet, if 
I did not find it, in the Courier ; and from that recep- 
lacle of loyal filth, it may be perhaps extracted with 
safety. The privatc correspondent of that paper, says 
“ the Duke of Wellington is the befe nozr, of the Pari- 
“ sians.” Now this dete noir, being translated, means 
“* black beast ;?—so that this conqueror of Paris has the 
honor of being ecailed the Black beast of those who 
ought to consider him as a most illustrious warrier, 
and, in England, a principal gold stick! When 
royalty is in need of servéng-men! ‘The historian will 
not, it is to be hoped, forget this addition to his titles. 
These nick-names are often more lasting than more flat- 
tering distinctions; and wiere folks who are ambitious 
cannot be recollected by posierity as they ould, they 
must be contented wiiii the mode in which they can, 
One English monarch: has descended to posterity as a 
bastard!—another as a fool—another by the name of 
Longshanks,—and a fourth by that of Crookback! A 
General, therefore, cannot have any objection that at 
Paris he should be known by the epithet of dete noer / 
There are many in England who will not know either 
its origin, or its meaning. To proceed with my narra- 
tive, this Duke was in Paris, some days since, and was 
about to visit the opera! But “ the son of Marshal 
** Ney, who,” the paper tells me, “ is a weld and Aéad- 
’* strong youth, in a most insulting manner, sent a 
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“ challenge to the Duke of Wellington, couched in ths 
“ most offensive, and disgusting language, charging 
‘ that illustrious individual with the deliberate murder 
“ of his father! Of course, the Duke took no notice of 
“ this insolence: but wisely treated it with the contempé 
“ it deserved, and sent no answer whatever to it. The 
* youth, exasperated at this result, and not being in want 
*€ of partisans to urge him to still more desperate means 
“to gratify his animosity, determined in conjunction 
“ with several Ex-generals, publicly to insult the Duke 
“atthe Opera, whither he was going in the evening. 
“ Fortunately, however, the intention got wind ; and . 
“ the Duke, on being informed of it, relinquished his 
“ intention of going; and thus, for the present the mat- 
“ter has terminated. It is not easy to conceive the 
*¢ interest which this event has created among our poli- 
“ tical circles here. Every one is speaking of it, and it 
‘Cis supposed that it will give rise tosome interference on 
“the part of the gorernment! The individuals con- 
“ cerned in it, are at present out of the way!” The 
Courier, which does not like the idea of the Great Cap- 
lain being compelled to relinquish anything, not even a 
peep at the opera, has got a private correspondent to 
vouch that he did go—and that he was so indifferent to 
the threat, that only sixty gendarmes, disguised as 
private individuals attended in the pit, to take care of 
kim, RESIDES those usually on duty, and the picquet 
of the royal Guard ! This satisfactory proof of personal 
courage, if it be true that the Duke has no possible ob- 
jection to meet the young man, if he be allowed time 
enough to provide himself with a sufficient force. - The 
great astonishment expressed by the quid nuncs at this 
circumstance, Ido not think rational. It is perfectly 
natural, that the young and high-spirited son of the 
most gallant soldier of his times, should feel indignant at 
a sacrifice of his father which his feelings would call a 
murder! It is equally natural that his indignation 
should rest upon the Great Captain who delivered his 
father bound hand and foot into the power of an 
embryo government which owed its existence to the 
bayonets of his soldiers, and the capitulation in ques- 
tion. Acordfrom the Great Captain might have saved 
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io confer any value upon public meetings—an important 
object, and sufficient talents to do it justi ce. Jt is bad 
enough when cilier of these requisites ave not present ; 
—but how miserable must be those cony ocations, in which 
neither is to be found. The theme chosen was an ad- 
dress to his Majesty, on his corénation! A more ill- 
timed, or ill-ciosen subject could not have been con- 
trived for a town’s meeting. it was known to all the 
requisitionists, that the feelings of U:e town had been de- 
cidedly expressed on that subject. A portion of these 
requisitionists had refused even to illuminate their houses 
on the day of coronation. The town was divided into 
two parts, of which the admirers of the coronation formed 
by far the most insignificant. The coronation- beef could 
hardly find eaters ; “and the coronation ale was tossed off 
to the heaith of Queen Caroline. The money wasted 
and the money Wasters, on the occasion were topics of 
veneral laughier! To ‘atiempt to congratulate his Ma- 
jesty on the feelings of the town of Birmingham on that 

ecasion, was to become parties to a base delusion—and 
“ faithless heralds of apparent lies.” The conduct of the 
ministry had depriv ed the ceremonial of its national in- 
terest. Public attention was not fixed on the crowning 
of a king, but on the refusal to crown a queen:—and to 
disguise this fact iu an address to his Majesty, was to be- 
come responsible for a despicable delusion of the royal 
ear. 

But if the subject Was iil-chosen, the mode of treating 
it was worse. The requisition was signed by ‘* all sorts 
‘Sof people,” to stam ils character as a political hotch- 
potch ; and the town ‘were javited to take “ pot- -luck” 
with the requisitionists. It was probably at first intend- 
ed to draw cards, or to throw the dice, or to toss up with 
a halfpenny , for the soré of address that should be adopt- 
ed—and that mere chance should determiue whether it 
should be a Whig-iory, or a Tory-whig address; or @ 
whipt syilabub, composed out of ‘Tory truth and WI! hig 
expedience. But so many cooks had been named 
managers of the feast, that it would seem they ccuid 
agree upon no other mode than each throwing Lis dump- 
ling into the cauids ‘OD 5 ain puliing inem aii inio oue 
platter, when -- iclently be iled, as ‘a daintv dish te 
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set before the King !’—while to prevent any dislurbanc 
about mending the feast, it was unanimously resolved 
that the dumplings should be forced down every body’s 
threat—as quite good enough for them, being expressly 
cooked for the royal table. When the hich bailiff had 
taken the chair, and the dumplings were ordered up. 
before they could be placed in form before the company, 
a Mr. Smith ventured to mention an addition which he 
thought requisite ; and the managing cooks were imme- 
dis itely inan uproar. The high- hailit interposed in be- 
half, at least of having the dumplings placed upon the 
table. that the company might see whether the fare was 
sufficiently tempting ; ‘and the Rev. Mr. Kentish was 
persuaded that eve ry genUleman would allow those who 
had undertaken to provide the feast, to show what they 
had done for the accommodation of every palate. Mr. 
Smith still endeavoured to press the necessity of provid- 
ing a little preliminary sauce, but Mr. R Spooner spoke 
to order. “ It was obvious,” he said, ** that different mo- 
tives would cuide different individuals ; but he thought 
in policy, as well as courtesy, the prepared dumplings 
ought to be firsteaten.” Mr. “Smith saw neither the po- 
licy, nor the courtesy, and still persisted to recommend 
his sawce—but the hi ah bailiff, finding neither courtesy, 
nor policy avail, had recourse to the last reasoning of 
mightier monarchs, and decided that the d umpling mat- 
ter should be swallowed first, and without any sauce! 
The Rev. Mr. Corrie then produced the fare provided 
for the guests, jamenting that some one better calculated 
to recommend the dumplings had not been selected ; since 
whatever might be thought of the matter, the occasion 
was so very important. This gentleman, i is represented 
lo us, as a man of the most extensive learning, and the 
most splendid talents :—a classical scholar, and a man of 
science :—one who has soared proudly, and as gallantly 
as proudly, into the realms of light, and left the wonder= 
ing gazers delighted with his strenoth of pinion, and his 
power of vision, that could look steadily at the brilliant 
orbs of science, and trace thoir iaws with the effulgence 
of their beams. We are delighicd to praise. It is sel- 
dom we can indulge in our predilection ; for we have laid 
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(o use a parliamentary phrase, even to screen the errors 
of a friend. But when we can praise, we sit down to 
the pleasure, as to 2 luxury of the first order ; and feel 
more real satisfaction than the greatest epicure ever en- 
joyed at the convivial board. To record what we haye 
heard, and can believe, of the Rev. Mr. Corrie, is 2 
feast of that description: and the pen is loath to quit the 
“ dear delight.””. Duty however calls us, and we must 
return to its dictates. Mr. Corrie should have remem- 
bered that nothing praiseworthy COULD be said on such 
asubject. The shew was over—the shew-men had gone 
to“ Donnybrook Fair,’ and had no leisure nor incli- 
nation, to hear any repetition of their ‘‘ one-eyed” ex- 
ploits. The inhabitants of Birmingham knew nothing 
about the matter. They had not even seen one of the 
coats the King wore on the occasion: and they only 
knew from the journals that Lord Castlereagh’s feathers 
were the first and prettiest gew-gaws in the line of the 
procession. The occasion interested nobody but the ac- 
tors, and these who were paid for talking about the 
interest they felt; justas Dutch Boobies talk about love, 
as something which is very becoming for them to talk 
about, but of which they neither know nor feel anything. 
Mr. Corrie could net feel any interest in the matter. He 
would have been as loyal a subject, if it had never taken 
place. It was not “an occasion which armed the so- 
‘“* vercign with the most important powers.” It gave 
him nothing he did not possess before ; except the privi- 
lege of enabling his ministers to direct a common bruiser 
to close the gates of Westminster Abbey in the face of 
his injured Queen :—and it was not in praise of this con- 
duct that the town of Birmingham felt inclined to address 
him. Putting on a cap with finer feathers in it than ordi- 
nary, and wearing five or six fine coats in one day, made 
him no more a monarch than he was the day before, or 
than he had been for twelve months. As to promising 
to support the constitution, “in the presence of the 
“* King ef Kings,” Mr. Corrie will not tell us, it was ne- 
cessary to make an expensive journey to Westminster 
Abbey, to enter into THAT PRESENCE! or that the oath 
already taken by his Majesty, was not equally binding 
both upon his conscience; or his practice. Besides the 
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ceremony of the monarch’s entering solemnly into the 
presence of that Betnc to whom all hearts are known: 


and the rude if not brutal closing the doors of the tem- 
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not ceneraily known, the ceremony ie have pleaded an 
exeuse whico is not left te a six week’s deliberation, in 
which period the Queen bas passed to L cr Lomb, Meg a 

heart broxen saith the pangsot lasupportat ble injus ‘of An 
assertion of Sir. Corrie, that * the Aeaenpoenes s and i ereate 
 nexs of Uris nation were superior to ary that couid 
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- be pointed oul is one of the most audacious ine 


stances of unwarraniablo hyperbole that we have ever 
seer Are we sunk so low, as to count our decrada- 
tion, greataess ; and our stripes, _ elits. Greatness is 
a relative term :—and ¢ treat | Britain sever had any pre- 
tensions to iv eainees, iy the sense in which it was once 


applied to Greece, or to Rome. We have had our share 
OR OP of clorics, and of honors, of which we have 
reason to He proud :—hbut Wwe have peyver oblained that 
elevation over ol aer nations that could e able us to dic- 
fate to tie workl, as Kome of old. We have always 
had equals—o!ten superiors—and the conquest of the 
realm by a handfal of Norman banditti is a stain in our 
heralary which has never been eilaced. Not that we 
repine a We d potism, on Whatever 

scale ; 5 hut we dislike stil more that sefy-dedusioa on 
which despotism fixes its sheet-anchor. We nave been 


‘ 
“et ae Pe ES ei 
Leste ee. Ui sien aes 


flattered wiih the echeracter of being the wisest, and 
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io the inhabilants of our metropolis, she could keep the 
workl in awe. Were England only as renow ned AS 
Athens. she would be less ehorn us; for the ereatest 
glory is to off the most wil ” the least means. Ene- 
land, |; with her eight en milhons of European 
inh: Lemus does not e@ j Ui il hy: ur thi ; comparaliv e impor- 
tance of Athens; aud what she has Is rapidly on the de- 
cline. But pray is the Rev. Mr. Corrie serious, when 
he asks where slaves are to be found in Engtand ? Does 
he mean to tell us that our millions of papers are not 
far more despica tble slaves than the siaves of Athens ? 
Does he mean to tell us, that the thousands of wretches, 
whom our different parishes hunt back to their settle- 
ments, are egual to Athenian citizens? He must be 
indeed a slave to words, and ignorant ia things, who 
could mistake the histories of the two countries so much 
as to make such inferences. The Athenians had numerous, 
well-fed, well-treated servants, who were called slaves, 
because certs iin privileges were refused them: and Eng- 
land has a thousand times the number of half-starved, 
neglected, houseless, persecuted, and suffering indivi- 
duals, who are mocked and derided with the name of 
Sreemen!—while every chartered town refuses them 
permission to follow their trades without a fee; and 
every parish hunts them out of its precincts, lest a: 
should become chargeable to its fands! Talk of slaves! 
A population ofp: aupers are the worst of slav es—they 
feel all the evils of subserv iency, without any of the be- 
nefit of protection. The Rev. Gentleman discovered 
Athens had not such extensive colonies as we have! 
Indecd! but there was one slicht difference between 
the two systems of eolonization——-that the colonies of 
Athens were strength, while ours are weakness. Our 
colonies only furnish drains from the industry of the mo- 
ther country, and help vena! ministers to reward unprin~ 
cipled adventurers. Our commerce with America is 
twenly times more valuable now, than when the United 
States were our colonies, and the loss of all the rest would 
bea gain. Mr. Corrie, however, will admit we have 
slaves enou: zh in our colonies! What are we to think of 
the want or candour, that could remember the slavery of 
Athens, and overlook the slavery of the West Indies? 
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Yet Mr. Corrie does this; and flies to the East Indies to 
talk of the ‘* hundred millions of inhabitants ALL en- 
“¢ joying the pure liberty, and inestimable blessings ot 
“the British Constitution!” These are rare dumplings, 
faith! but they are something of the Norfolk sort, and 
much too hard for our digestion. The reverend gentle- 
man must have been looking through the glasses of 
national conceit, to blunder upon such evident and gross 
deviations fram historical facts and national conclu- 
sions. He says “ancient Rome, in its free state, gave 
“ liberty to the patricians; but all the world besides 
*“* were slaves |” Thisis not true of Rome, and is a gross 
fallacy, as applied to the rest of the world. In the free 
days of Rome, the plebeians gave laws to patriccan pre- 
sumption :—the populace of Rome weilded her mighty 
energies at their will. The colonies of Rome, were en- 
lightened and instructed. If she conquered, she im- 
proved—if she ravaged, it was to re-produce:—“ and 
‘* arts still followed where her eagles flew!’ The con- 
quered nations became allies, while they remained 
dependents:—and it iscertain that Britain derived more 
advantages from her conquest by the Romans, than she 
has ever repaid to the barbarous nations she has sub- 
dued. In India she has erected a military despotism 
over the natives, and literary tyranny over her own citi- 
zens. The British constitution is unknown, in India, 
even to Europeans. The natives neither know nor 
value, the mass of incongruities which bear that name. 
British India is only a theatre ia which harvests are 
reaped for the destruction of our native liberties. Is the 
Rey. Gentleman a somnabulist? Does he dream of 
imaginary elysiums, and walk in his sleep to promulgate 
his Morphean discoveries ? 

Happiness is always a relative idea ; and of the hap- 
piness of nations it is difficult to speak. Some cannot, 
and others will not be happy; and governments have 
nothing to do with any miseries, or privations which 
they do not create! We will however venture to add, 
ihat no system has ever generated more unhappiness 
than what pervades British India, the West Indies, Ire- 
land, and even Britain, from the base corruptions, and 

sticvous abuses which have crept into ours. The history 
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of the last few years has been a detail of almost unmiti- 
vated severity, and the prospect is by no means brighten- 
ing for the future. The reverend gentleman may feel 
his parlour the seat of all the blessings he deseribes— 
but let him look out of the window—and see the deluge 
rolling on, which has washed away the comforts of the 
cottage, overwhelmed the hopes of the artizan, and 
buried the resources of the laborious! Can he be at 
ease, because it has not yet reached himself? Can he 
ecult in the general wreck, because the flood has yet 
spared his accidental elevation? Have his comforts, his 
enjoyments, suflicient buoyancy to rise always upon the 
waves which swallow those of others? And, if he had 
—if a privileged class—if a remnant could be saved,— 
would it be congenial to his feelings, or aflord reason for 
his rejoicing, that he had seen his fellows perish, and 
boasted of his security. The * Roavs, the canals, har~ 
“hours, villages, towns, and cities’ to which he so 
proudly refers, as the result of its government, owe their 
origin to no such source. They owe it to that imperish- 
able activity of mind, which our system fetlers, rather 
than encourages:—and which with freer scope in a hap- 
pier and freer land, has eflected more in a wilderness, in 
a half a century, for American greatness,—than with 
every superior advantage in the race, except the one 
dead weight of taxation, has been eflected for British 
power since the period of that revolution which simple- 
tons believe, because deceivers call it a glorious revolution. 
It is unfortunate that such a man should have been se- 
lected to hold a brief in a cause which no talents can 
render respectable. We have no cause for congratula- 
tion. Those who are either anxious to preserve what is 
left, or to recover what is lost, must use no tone but that 
of MANLY REMONSTRANCE. Folly is at the helm, im- 
becility at the guns, and false pride, at the prow, of the 
vessel of the state; while those whose real interests are 
embarked on board, and on the point.of being lost for 
ever, are content to consider themselves passengers, and 
leave the vessel to ils fate. We are sure that when the 
learned and reverend gentlemen will stoop to measure 
his declamation, by any scale of facts, he will blush at 
having culovized a meteor, which for a moment dazzled 
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in his eyes, as equal to the radiance of the noon-day 
sun! 

Mr. Smith here again ventured to propose his amend- 
ment to this unsudsiantial fare :—but the high bailiff 
would not listen to it, beeause it was errervelané:—not 
having perceived that ‘ahmosl every syllable of Mr. Cor- 

rie’s speech was lotally fore gn to his pretended purpose, 
‘Then rose Mr. R. Spooner, who declared himself hostile 
to the measures of the mtnestry, and yet proposed to 
congratulate the King! This is the very climax both of 
absurdity and servilily ! Y Would he congratulate a friend, 
who had a set of most notoriou: sly foolish or wicked ser= 
vants, on the management of his ajjuirs, and the pros- 
pects he had before him? If he would not do this toa 
ena: how dares he to insult and deceive his monarch, by 
delusive congratulations on the most disastrous manage- 
ment of the public affairs ! Jt is ameandelusion ; and no 
affectation of loyally, no pretence of unanimity, can jus- 
tify the deception. It is not a constitutional mode of 
proceeding. It has a tendency to encourage a monarch 
to retain inefficient or dangerous ministers about him ; 
and a discriminating sovereign would order Mr. R. 
Spooner, to walk out of his presence, if he presumed, 
after mocking him with a congratulation, hereafter to 
approach him with the language of complaint. Mr. 
Smith again presented himself; but in this loyal meet- 
ing, it seemed arranged and contrived that nothing but 
delusion should be heard. Mr. S. had before been de- 
sired to wait, until it was seen whether any fare that 
could be tolerated, would be produced by ‘the cooks 
engaged for the day :—but when he had so waited, ge 
nothing but ** hard dumplings” was brought forward, 
was determined he should not interfere. What had ie 
got up, was to be forced down; and the “ dumplings” 
were voted as fit and proper to be “ placed before the 
** King,” as the “ four and twenty blackbirds baked in a 
“pie!” There were about forty who refused to be 
parties to this delusion; and had any fair proportion of 
ihe inhabitants been there, the address would have been 
indignanily rejected. Then rose the Reverend Mr. 
James, who hath a very high opinion of himself, which 
: io eater tained by very few heside. He spread over the 
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* dumplings” a species of “ flummery sauce” from an 
old re ceipt, | handed down from time in the family of the 
Contr ivers, as a heir-leom ;—which, if the dumplings 
had been divestible before, would ‘have quite spoiled 
them to any other palate but his own. We remember 
an old seliish schoolfellow, who, wien he had a present 
ofany frit, or sweat-mcats, made to him, would spué 
upon them, to secure them for his own cating, as none 
would hex of him, after such a delicate proceeding. We 
shall not analyse the reported speech of this Reverend 
venileman further than to say, in Ais opinion, the ad- 
dress voted “ breathed the language of pure, disinterested 
“ foyally, and patriotism !” it it did, we are afraid the 
gentleman might not be able to read it: for it is a lan- 
TUALE studied by but few of his fraternity. We have 
rim into more detail than we intended ;—bdut as one of 
these meetings is a fair sample of the whole; aud every 
town swarms with similar groups of deceivers, and de- 
ceived, it is only altering the names to make the appli- 
cation general, and the moral universal. While people 
will not speak the truth, they have no right to complain 
—and where they dare not they are proper subjects for 
oppression ! 


_.--~—__ 
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TO JOSEPH HUME, Ksg. M. P, 





LETTER II. 
Dear SIR, 3d Sept. 1821, 
In continuance of my subject, touching the SHED- 
DING OF BLOOD by the SOLDIERY, on the 14th ultimo, 
perhaps it may still be advisable to keep on the ground of con- 
stitutional generalities, ere we come to particular and closer 
argument, on What is now fit to be actually done, if we mean 
not to be as errant slaves as the ignorant and brutalized people 
of Algiers or Morocco, 
it should, therefore, seem that IT cannot for the present do 
better, than lay be fore you what has been written, and spoken 
on the topic of STANDING ARMIES, by “ great, and wie, 
“and vener rab le men; statesmen, historians, and philosophers : 
men who “ have highly adorned, not ouly our own country, 
but the “ creat republic of letters."—( Engl. Agis, 1. 86.) 
We, of this ag 


ze, have seen, that STANDING. ARMIES 
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and ARMED FACTIONS are not, even by ministers, wha 
have beep most hostile to our freedom, relied on for the safety 
of the state against threatened invasion; for, conscious thas 
such forces were to that object contemptibly inadequate, they, 
for defence, earnestly called on, and embodied several hun- 
dred thousand volunteers; but still this force was greatly short 
of that COUNTY POWER which they treacherously kepi 
useless. 

Whien that danger, however, ceased, those ministers, true to 
their liberticide principles, again disbanded those volunteers, 
and once more conmitted the keeping of the nation to their 
STANDING ARMIES, and such BODY-GUARDS OF THE 
BOROUGH MONGERS as figured in the Manchester Massa- 
cre, on the never-to-be forgotten 16th of August, 1819. 

For some time after the first introduction in a free country 
of aSTANDING ARMY, its sword is of course very cau- 
tiously, and with an affectation of reluctance employed, in 
what (by a word imported from France under her perfect des- 
potism) she called Police. But in reality, by the very jirst 
act of criminal conversation between dhe sword aud the daw, a 
despotism 1s not only actually degotten, but, although at the 
time invisible to the vulgar eye, doth in reality then, like a 
Pallas from the iiead of a thundering Jove, spring forth at 
once full grown and completely armed: for as soon as, in the 
last resort, a once civil state hath lost the means of enforcing 
its laws by its civil powen, and, therefore, resorts to military 
force, its proper detiuition is become that of @ military govern- 
ment, whatever, in other respects, may be its institutions and 
its forms of acting, 

But as despotism, although for a considerable time it can 
make itself trvisible to any other than the mind’s eye of philo- 
sophy, and seeks at first even to shun that eye, yet it gradually 
lays aside this modestly, and in due time boldly dictates to ser- 
vile magistrates, to play the farce of soliciting its aid. And 
when, in the ripeness of misrule, a military COPORAL shall 
have the audacity ina Court of Law to assume, that it is the 
duty of the people in our streets, to ** OBEY HIS WORD 
OF COMMAND?” at the peril of their lives, blind, indeed, 
and as senseless as the stones in those streets, must be those 
wlio do not sce the true character, iu all its hideous deformity, 
of the horrid monster! : 

For the present, however, let me exercise the patience of 
performing the task I have undertaken; suspendiug argument 
uatil you shall have seea how STANDING ARMIES and 
their practices have been considered by the wise aud the 
patriotic. 
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Bishop Burnet, relating how Charles the Second’s STAND- 
{NG ARMY, acted in the west of Scotland in aid of episcopacy, 
and how the zealous presbyterian ministers had, by proclama- 


tion, been commanded to “ give over all further preaching, and 


“‘ to withdraw immediately from their parishes,” says, and ‘* the 
“ military men were ordered to pull them out of their pulpits, 
“if they should presume to go on in their functions.” By 
recular gradations, discontent grew to resistance, which how- 
ever was crushed by General Dalziel with extreme severity. 
This produced new violences, among which, by the influence of 
Archbishop Sharp, one Maccail was put to the torture; and 
this, says Burnet, * he bore with great constancy; and either 
«he could say nothing, or he had the firmness not to discover 
«those who trusted him. Maccail, for all the pains of the 
“« torture, died in a rapture of joy.” (His own Times I, 333.) 

‘© The forces were in the west, the principal theatre of dis- 
content, where Dalziel acted the Muscovite too grossly. He 
‘* threatened to spit men and to roast them ; and he killed some 
‘‘in cold blood, or rather in hot blood, for he was then drunk, 
“when he ordered oue to be hanged, because he would not tell 
*« where his father was. When he heard of any that did not go 
‘“* to church, he did not trouble himself to set a tine upon kim, 
** but he set on him as many se/deers as should eat him up ina 
“night. By these means, the people were struck with such 
* terror, that they came regularly to church; and the clergy 
“ were 8) delighted with it, that they used to speak of that 
‘time as the poets do of the golden age.” (1b. 334.) A 
golden age, indeed, it was to the minions of a persecuting 
cabinet; for “ a severe prosecution of conventicles was set on 
** foot, and Lord Athol made of this in one week, nineteen 
“ thousand pounds sterling. Duke Lauderdale broke out mto 
“‘ the most frantic fits possible. When ! was once saying to 
** lum, ¢ was it a time to drive them into rebellion?’ Yes, he 
** said, would to God they would rebel that he might bring 
‘* over an army of Irish Papists to cut all their throats’ 
Ib. 1,476. 

Trenchard remarks, that our ancestors ‘* would not allow our 
“ kings to keep up an ARMY in Ireland, as well knowing they 
“would be in England when called for.” (Tracts I. 10, 25.) 
Swift in his letter to Pope, 10th Jan. 1721, says ‘I had like- 
“wise in those days, a mortal antipathy to STANDING 
i ARMIES in times of peace, because I always took them to 
- be only servants hired by the master of the family, for keep- 
‘ing his own children in slavery; and because I conceived that 
“a prince who could not think himself secure without merce- 
“¢ wary troops, must needs have 2 separate interest from that 
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« of hissubjects: although Lam nor ignorant of those ARTI- 
«ericial NECESSITIES which a corrupld menistry can 
“ create, for keeping up forces fo support a faction agaist the 
‘ public interest.” 

“ Our wise forefathers, says Trenehard, © would not have 
“suffered a MERCENARY ARMY to have defeuded the na- 
“tion, UY they would have Gone it gratis.’ Ta. bt. 4. 

‘Khe late Earl of Liverpo Se bat berore ire basked 1 thie 
sunshine of court favour—-informed us, that Henry Viith, 
having observed © how walit a coustitutioual miliaa Wis for the 
as illegal purposes of preregative,” he, in his body guard, 
called the veoman of the guard, laid the foundation of the 
STANDING ARMY of England. ‘Those who, like that prince, 
are conscious ey an imperfect title, or others who are disposed 
to govern in coptempt of a nation’s riclits, and an perpetual 
violation of a free constitution, are ever anxious for a body 
guard, An instance of this anxiety we have had recorded by 
the Duke of York, in “ General Orders” to his army, on the 
7th of June 1794, as follows.—*‘* The Preneh must themselves 

‘see through the flimsy artifice of an indended assassination, 
2 “by which Rebespierre has succeeded in procuring that MILI. 

‘TARY GUARD, which has at once established him the suc- 
‘« cessor of the unfortunate Louis, by whatever name he may 
“choose to dignity his future reign.’—The justness of this 
remark is not aflected by the shortaess of the reign of that 
usurper. 

That able ambassador of Charles 11. Sir William Temple, 
observes, “ that STANDING FORCES, or GUARDS IN 
“CONSTANT PAY, were no where used by lawful princes 
‘in their native or hereditary countries, but only by ccn- 
“ querors in subdued provinces, or usurpers at home; and 
“‘ were a defence—not against exemics, but agaiust subje cts.” 

What, in God's name, have we here? Are ‘these in reality 
the words of the wisest, the most profound and most celebrated 
statesman of his day!—Were these words now to be spoken, 
would they not by the Attorney General be interpreted to mean, 
that his present Majesty is not a “lawful prince,’ but a 
“ usurper;” and that England is a “ conquered province” to 
the kingdom of Hanover? Wad any belief of this kind sug- 
gested the notice of the manu triumphal arches of which we 
have lately heard ? 

‘If I must be cian” says Trenchard, “ it is very indifferent 
“to me who Is ". master : therefore I shall never consent to 
“ be ruled byan ARMY, which is the worst that the most bar- 


ac 


hurous conquest can impose upon one. a many respects av 


AUTHORIZED STANDING ARMY 1s far worse than 2 
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« foreign invasion and a conquest from abroad; tor there we 
“have a chance for it. But this is conquest in cole Iiaesii 


$s 


which may not be resisted - and we lose the eeepe rable right 
“of the concuercd, which is to rescue and deliver ‘hanelien 
‘Cond throw off the yoke as soon as they can.” 
rh ee " . o j *urey . 3 T hard 
Cn tits fast wncorrect cbueren tlon of the virtuous Trencharc ’ 
iwtist 


to he remarl ed, tis it, as the 7 ina lish € ‘onstilution 18 the 
sole guide—the scle rule of con: luct—the sole source of the 
power of mayistrat.s and parliaments, it will be found that no 
STANDING ARMIES AT ALL ever can be AUTHORIZED 
to act in Bugland, even for supporting and enforcing the laws, 
under any pretended direction of a magistrate, orany ‘pretended 
susections of parliament. A force that, in its own nature, Is €5- 
sentially despotic, and the ultimate engine for enforcing the 
tyranny of every di spolisin, can never be the levitimate off- 
spring of a constitutional parliament, or the legitimate Instru- 
ment of the civil magistrate ina free country. 


The very idea 
wars With common sense. 


How far a truly constitutional parliament could be justified 
in permitting, from year to yeer, the existence of a STANDING 
ARMY for foreigz services, at Howing a sufficient reserve al home, 
for supply: ng the fore'gn waste, having been fully explained 1 in 
England’ s Avgis, to that work I refer. Still, however, in the 
—— Mutin y Bill it ought to be unequivocally forbidden, as 


a ligh crime for any soldier of the STANDING ARMY 

wiilitacs array, to interfere at any time, or under any ies 
in the enforce of the Lews, or in the presery ation of the peace, 
which sacred Cutie ics are exclusively ta the hands of the civil 
inagistrates, and ever to be watched over with a sleepless jea- 
lousy of mi ‘ita ry encroacament; for which duties the CON- 


STITUTION when 2of treasonably undermined, provides then 
with a COUNTY POW 


\ EX, h: ving the attributes of abiguil y 
and irresistibility ; 


conferring On it, for those. purposes, 4n lnti- 
nite supe riority over any standing army that ever did, or ever 


can, exist. Indeed, “restore but to fall vigour and energy 
“the County Power,’ as forty years 


mended by him whom Dr. Johnson 
“ ened of 1 


aco Was eamestly recom- 
styled “ the most enlight- 
he sous of men”’—Sir William Jones—then, from 
that moment, a RIOT would be a MIRACLE ; successful insur- 
rection, an IMPOSSIBILITY ! 

Thus far had my subject been pursued, but is now arrested 
by the violent shock my mind has experienced, from an adver- 
tisement in the Morn: ¢ Chioniele of this day, from persons 4as- 


suming to be English © GENTLEMEN ;” which advertisement, 
c sicned Johp red ao a: 


wiades, Chairman,’ dues not even palliat e the 
eonduct of the Litc Guardsmen who, without even a reading of 
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the Riot Act, or the presence of a civil magistrate, shot two of 
the fellow citizens of these “ GENTLEMEN,” at Cumberland 
Gate, on the 14th ultimo; but the advertisement approves and 
Jauds these murders as meritorious, and proposes a public sub- 
scription for “ remuneration” of the wounded soldiers !— 
Good God !---Is this done in ENGLAND! Are these per- 
sons in the sphere of English “GENTLEMEN,” with igno- 
rance and effrontery so unmatched, as to be capable of so 
advertising, while an afflicted and agitated public are lamenting 
one general verdict of “ WILFUL MURDER” by the Life 
Guardsmen so culogized—so proposed to be honoured and 
“ remunerated ;” and while they are in a feverish apprehension 
of a more specific verdict of “ WILFUL MURDER,’ against an 
individual of these same misguided and criminal soldiers! 

On so profligately-ostentatious an exhibition of SUCH AN 
ADVERTISEMENT in the front page of a Journal in wide 
circulation, must not the phenomenon of such an insult to the 
sense, the manhood, and moral feeling of a nation, which equally 
respects Jaw and humanity, be admitted as a proof that, in a 
certain class of the community, there exists a corruption so in- 
veterate, as to afford no slight evidence, that our liberties and 
constitution are so nearly annihilated,—and a military despotism 
so nearly consummated, that no half-measures—no party pallia- 
tives—no dishonest temporizing expedients are any longer to be 
thought of, or endured? For a corruption so radical, radical 
must be the cure ; or, assuredly, our sacred polity, that hath had 
existence of more than thirteen hundred years, shall shortly 
perish ! leaving even English “GENTLEMEN,” who shall in 
nur streets presume to “ DISOBEY THE WORD OF COM- 
MAND,” of a corporal of the King’s Life-guards,’ under 2 
liability of being butchered with impunity on the spot! 

Are these advertising “ GENTLEMEN” a detachment from 
the yeomanry of the guard to our rotten borough sovereigns, 
impatient to imitate in London, the yeomanry exploits of Man- 
chester? Is this flaming advertisement, their majesty’s mani- 
festo, intimating an intent to rivet on our necks by open vio- 
lence, the iron yoke of a military despotism, that they ma 
anticipate with delight the spectacle of an English people crawl. 
ing about like worms and insects, to be troden under foot by a 
licentious soldiery? How odious this depravity! How in- 
sufferable this insolence! And can the servile wretches, wlio 
put forth their infamous advertisement, be as ignorant of the 
stuff of which Englishmen are made, as were those who in- 
sulted them with an infamous accusation of their ‘“ injured 
Queen?” 

When shocked and interrupted as aforesaid, J had more te 
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cav on the history of STANDING ARMIES, but this must 


now be deferred to another day; as my mind is not yet suflici- 
ently calmed for the task. 


I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your’s truly, 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 





TO THE RADICAL REFORMERS OF COVENTRY. 


As a volunteer soldier in the cause of Reform, it would ill 
become me to complain of the wounds IT have received ; and 
believe me, nothing is farther from my intention. I may, ‘how- 
ever, be allowed to ; remark, that he who fights the battles of the 
people i is almost sure to be ruined in the contest ; and that such 
has been my case, there are few amongst you who are not well 
assured, The expence of living in a prison is at all times con- 
siderable ; but the expence of living in this, is much greater 
than in many others, there being no place, superior to the com- 
mon cells of the worst felons, in which a person can sleep, 
Without paying four shillings a week for a bed-room. Add to 
this the separate expence of maintaining my wife in her present 
situation, and you will easily conceive, that I must stand in need 
of your contributions. Although not too proud to receive the 
assistance of my countrymen, I beg, however, not to be under- 
stood as appealing to their charity. The attempt which I made 
to bring to justice the constables of Coventry, for attacking a 
legal and peaceable meeting of its citizens, was not only at- 
tended on my part with very considerable expence, but I have 
every reason to Lelieve, at least, doubled my imprisonment. 

Asa specimen of the malignant hatred entertained against 
me by the gentlemen who preside over the public affairs of 
Coventry, I will subjom an extract form an anonymous letter 
which I received sometime ago. This letter is written in a law 
hand, and I have no doubt is the production of a certain attors 
ney, whose name it will not be necessary for me to mention. 
It is as follows— Traitor and ungrateful scoundrel, may des~ 
‘ pair ever accompany thee! may madness blight thee! may 
‘“ you and your wife waste out the few years it may please God 
“ to give you, in the cell where you are now confined ! in want 

‘and its concomitant attendant despair!’ There! ye blackest 
a most malignant fiends of hell, match that if you can 
But the wretch is mistaken. Despair is not the concomitant 
attendant of want, except with such who, like him, make money 
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their God. I have never despuired ; no not even of bringing 
him and hs rufhan my rniidons io justice (although hitherto 
unsnecessful), if the Almig shty aud their own hands should 
spare thetr lives lone’ enough,’ 

B, sat what L wish more particularly to call your attention fo, is 
the case of Sir Cnarles Wolseley, one of the best men that lives, 
In less than three months the term of the worthy Baronet’s im- 
prisonne nt will expire. It behoves the inhabitents of Cove: 
try, m particular, to pay tits excellent man some tribute of re- 
spect. You will recollect, that Sir Charles, when it was coubttual 
whether you could get any gentleman to oppose Saint Butter- 
worth, stepped forward, and declired his readiness to keep the 
poll open to the last moment, if no other person: could be in- 
duced to stand a contest. It was Sir Charles Wolseley who 
agreed to give bail for Messrs, B agguley, Johnson, and Drum- 
mond, when contined in Chester Castle, and who made a Jour- 
nev to Chester for the purpose of being present at tieir trial. It 
was Sir Charles Wolseley too, who voluntarily and unsolicited 
flew to Lancaster to give bail for Mr. Hunt and his friends ; 
and who afterwards spent many weeks in the vicinity of Man- 
chester, visiting and administering comfort to the wounded and 
unfortunate sufferers who survive dt the dreadful massacre of the 
16th of August. [t was, also, Sir Charies Wolseley, who at : 
moment’s notice, travelled all night for the purpose of ies 
bail for the individual who now addresses you; and who, when 
his services were dispensed with in consequence of the kind and 
voluntary offers of several gentlemen of Coventry, gave bail 
for one of the other defendants, at a time when no one else 
could be precired. 1 know, indeed, that you have not forgot- 
ten, and never will forget tlie services of this gentleman, but it 
behoves you to let your enemtes see that you have not forgot- 
ten him, ‘by presenting to him a congratulatory address on the 
termination of his i juprisoument, 

With every scatimeut of respect, I remain, 

Your. ck agrees trrend, 


.GREATHEAD LEWIS, 
Oakiam Gaol, August 9, 1821 
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* T have kept a cony of this letter; but the or! einal bas been re- 
turned to the Post- office, as Lam uot going to be robbed by ano- 
pymous letter writers. 
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